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Editorial Notes 


Scientists who have only made a cursory examination of 
the evidence compiled by psychic research, are apt to make 
the criticism that the great mass of psychic facts are un- 
related and offer no basis for a scientific structure and a 
realistic philosophy. The criticism is justified up to a 
point. Psychic researchers have had many _ set-backs 
because of the difficulty of substantiating certain elusive and 
important links. Their efforts to formulate laws which 
could be experimentally demonstrated, might be compared 
to a man building a wall with round stones and no mortar. 
All goes well until a stone at the bottom begins to roll. In 
other words, it is the difficulty of accurately defining the 
basic laws governing such little understood phenomena that 
makes the building of a structure well-nigh impossible at 
the present time. The Spiritualists have made many at- 
tempts to present a constructive explanation of life, death, 
time and the universe, but their lack of scientific method 


and frequently immature conceptions have deprived them a 
serious hearing. 


F. W. H. Myers has given us the most plausible theory 
for the organization of man’s consciousness. His careful 
observation and brilliant deduction have done much to win 
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the attention of intelligent men for the subject of psychic 
research. But the work of co-relating the phenomena and 
linking them to known laws of physics and biology remains 
for the most part ahead of us. 


Scientists, in making this criticism, however, are apt to 
overlook a most important point. Unsatisfactory as the 
theoretical explanations for psychic phenomena may be in 
comparison with the neat well-knit structure of physics, 
what other inquiry offers the possibility of complete unity 
between the undoubted truths of philosophy and the demon- 
strated truths of physics? And as physics penetrates deeper 
into the realms of the intangible, the importance of 
psychic facts are increasingly evidenced. Psychic phenom- 
ena are themselves a vital link between the spiritual and the 
material and may be the scientific means of re-establishing 
the equilibrium between cultural growth and mechanical 
invention. Scientists in the field of physics are fearful of 
the influence of their own brain children because the 
progress of intellectual and economic development has not 
kept in step with the development of the machine. 


In our opinion, a most important link now missing in the 
theoretic structure of psychic law is the verification of the 
astral or subtle body. A comprehensive article emphasizing 
this point appeared in the Hibbert Journal for October 1938. 
Its author, Mr. Leslie Benton, points out the reason for our 
present Christian theological conception of the interdepend- 
ence of the mind and the body: 


“According to Platonic tradition the soul is a non-mate- 
rial entity (having, however, some de ee of substantiality ) 
animating the physical body which it uses for the purpose 
of expression in the material order. At death the soul with- 
draws from its vehicle but persists in its own sphere. This 
conception, though it inspired religious thinkers for many 
hundreds of years, is not, however, the prime inspiration 
and source of orthodox Christian theology, which owes 
more to Aristotle than to Plato. The Aristotelian tradition 
also admits of the reality of the soul, but here the soul is 
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no longer primary as it is in Platonism; man is neither a 
soul possessing a body nor a body possessing a soul, but a 
body-soul : the soul is not a function of the body, but equally 
it is incapable of existing without the body. This is the 
rationale of the doctrine of the resurrection . . . In hold- 
ing to the idea of physical resurrection, Christian theology 
has been more faithful to Aristotle than to St. Paul. The 
Apostle certainly distinguished between bodies terrestrial 
and bodies celestial: ‘if there is a natural body, there is also 
a spiritual body’.” 
Mr. Benton continues: 


“Are we to think of the ethereal body as the seat of mind 
or soul? To assert this would be to confuse the issue. Yet 
it is an error which is constantly being made. The soul, 
ex hypothest, uses the ethereal body transmissively, just as 
it uses the physical body transmissively, and is not to be 
equated with any of its instruments. Thus when Andrew 
Jackson Davis clairvoyantly described the process of dying, 
he spoke not of the soul vacating the body (as people mis- 
takenly do) but of an ethereal emanation which detached 
itself from the physical frame until it stood forth, to use 
his own words, ‘a bright, shining image, a little smaller 
than its physical body, but a perfect prototype of reproduc- 
tion in all except its disfigurements.’” 


Mr. Benton does not give us his authority for stating that 
it is an error to consider the subtle body analogous to the 
mind or soul,—that it is in reality but another sheath of 
the soul. The conception is borne out, however, in many 
automatic scripts. An explanation of this question was 


asked at a sitting for automatic writing with Mrs. Ebling.* 
The following was written: 


“The astral body is that body sewn in incorruption—the 
immortality of which Paul does speak. It does not remain 
in its form of somewhat coarse material for long after death 
but evolves into the being which is the quintessence of per- 





* An article on Mrs. Ebling’s mediumship appeared in the September 1937 
JOURNAL. 
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sonality—the mind essence which is peculiarly that of the 
individual himself. This evolved state is somewhat perma- 
nent—‘somewhat’ because in this state all things evolve 
even if ever so slowly. The body does not always properly 
represent the soul nor the astral double the being which 
finally emerges to take up life and work on this plane. Cir- 
cumstances which have been unfavorable to proper growth 
and development influence the physical and astral body, 
but the emergent state—the body celestial—represents the 
finest development of all the mental and spiritual poten- 
tialities of the individual. Thus it is that the law of com- 
pensation which has been divinely established can operate 
and make each person the dream of God which was intended. 
The body is the body terrestrial—the astral body is the be- 
tween stage—between terrestrial and celestial states.” 
Stewart Edward White has recorded* a good deal on the 
subject which was received through a mediumistic source. 
The “Invisibles” who are the purported communicators 
insist also that the spiritual body has a physical structure. 


The astral counterpart may seem too abstract and philo- 
sophic a consideration for the scientific laboratory. But 
there is good evidence—physical evidence—that such a body 
exists. Not only is there a large quantity of astral pro- 
jection cases on record but experiment indicates its reality. 
Mr. Stewart Edward White’s “Invisibles” were responsible 
for a series of such experiments that deserve repetition. 
George Dubor relates similar experiments undertaken by M. 
Durville, a scientific investigator, who was able to produce 
projection by suggestion with two hypnotized subjects.t 
Dr. R. A. Watters’ work with the cloud chambert consti- 
tutes the first laboratory attempt to verify the existence of 
the subtle body. 


Albert Eagle of Manchester University published a book 
a few years ago entitled, The Philosophy of Religion versus 


*The Betty Book by Stewart Edward White, 1937. 
+ The Mysteries of Hypnosis by George Dubor, 1923. 


¢ The Intra-Atomic Quantity by R. A. Watters (Bulletin of the Dr. William 
Bernard Johnston Foundation for Psychological Research, 1933). 
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the Philosophy of Science, in which he postulates the astral 
counterpart as a probable underlying principle in nature—a 


thinking mechanism responsible for the form and adjust- 
ments of growth. 


The concept of the astral body is as old as the hills and 
to be found in many diversified religions. It should be seri- 
ously studied before it is placed in the discard as incompati- 
ble with modern scientific knowledge. 














Psychic Phenomena 


BY HAROLD H. U. CROSS, PH.D. 


Eptror’s Note: The following records of psychic manifestations will be 
published by Dr. Cross in his forthcoming book, A Cavalcade of the Super- 
natural, and are printed here by kind permission of the publishers, E. P. Dutton 
& Co. This book analyzes nearly every type of psychic phenomena and com- 
pares the well authenticated cases to be found in the literature of psychic 
research with the remarkable experiences of the author. It is the reports of 
these phenomena, personally witnessed by Dr. Cross under experimental con- 
ditions, that we have chosen to publish in the JouRNAL. 


Dr. Cross is an electrical engineer and has carried on extensive researches 
in electrotherapy and the lesser known applications of electricity such as the 
mechanism of the electric eel — a study of which he made with Professor 
D’Arsonval of Paris. In 1929, he received the Certificate of the Faculty of 
Medicine in Electro-radiology from the University of Paris. He became inter- 
ested in psychic research some years ago and has had a wide experience. 
The most interesting phenomena reported in his new book occurred with an 
amateur medium in Sydney, Australia. 


Water Divining 


One of the most generally accepted “peculiar” things in 
supernormal manifestations is water divining or dowsing 
. Quite early in life the author interrogated his school 
teacher with regard to the matter and was informed that 
the water attracted the willow twig of the dowser just as 
the iron filings were attracted to the magnet kept under 
lock and key in the science cupboard. Upon being pressed 
for further details, the master, with some reluctance, possi- 
bly due to his struggles with his scientific conscience, jerked 
out the fact that his own uncle could do it, but that the 
author could not because the magnetic current could not 
travel through wooden-headed school boys. 


The method employed by the diviner is shown nicely by 
the experiments carried out with a well-known Australian 
dowser under test and distinctly experimental conditions in 
Sydney, N.S.W. At the request of the diviner the editorial 
and mechanical staff of the Sydney Mail arranged to hide 
some gold, some oil and some water in various parts of 
their building. These materials were to be secreted by sev- 
eral persons and in such positions that the substances to be 
dowsed should not be liable to confusion with water pipes, 
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oil drums, etc. This work was carried out a day or so be- 
fore the dowser got there. Upon his arrival he produced 
his divining rod, which was of the regular Y pattern with 
the exception that there was a depression at the fork of the 
twig some half inch in depth and capable of being plugged 
with a cap made of the same willow wood. 


It was decided by the newspaper staff that the man should 
first of all seek out a buried tank of water that was about 
one hundred and fifty feet below the fourth floor on which 
the experiment was being carried out. 


Grasping the fork by its two limbs, the dowser prome- 
naded around the room carrying the twig straight before 
him with his arms horizontally extended and with the stem 
of the willow twig pointing perpendicularly upwards. In a 
few moments it was apparent that he wished to leave the 
office he was now in and proceed several doors down a 
corridor to the right. This he did with the spectators in 
his wake. Arriving at a door some twenty yards down, he 
requested the author to open it for him. This room was a 
file room and was bare of furniture. Arriving at the mid- 
dle of the floor the dowser became flushed in the face, per- 
spiration dripped from his forehead, and his hands indulged 
in convulsive twists; and despite the very obvious effort 
exerted by the dowser to prevent the twig from inverting, 
it suddenly dipped toward the floor. The plant engineers, 
who were not present at the experiment, stated that the 
spot was directly over a cistern of water that they had 


filled for the occasion, and which was situated in the base- 
ment of the building. 


The party then returned to the first office and it was de- 
cided that the gold should be sought for next. The dowser 
carefully pulled out the cap of his rod, and inserted a small 
gold nugget about the size of a pea. Replacing the cap, he 
commenced operations by quickly darting to the corner of 
the room where he stood like one transfixed as his twig 
bent down to a position four inches to the left of the radia- 
tor pipe in the north corner of the room. No gold was 
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found at this point, but the Editor announced that some ten 
pounds in gold had been placed in a sealed bank bag in the 
room below. It was found that the bag had been placed 
between the radiator pipe and the wall, thus bringing the 
gold within the radius named by the diviner by reflection 
on the floor above. 


The oil experiment was a complete failure, although sev- 
eral attempts were made, and many different types of oil, 
contained in small glass bottles, were placed in turn in the 
cavity of the dowsing twig. It was ascertained that the 
cache consisted of a large tank of fuel oil in the basement 
some yards from the place of experimentation. 


Telekinesis — Action at a Distance 


A case under test conditions was witnessed by the author 
in the course of his investigations in Sydney, Australia. 
In bright moonlight, an enamelled bowl, two feet in diam- 
eter, was levitated from the floor of the kitchen, which 
was also the psychical laboratory. As it came to the level 
of the author’s head, he grabbed it firmly by both hands, but 
was unable to stay its progress around the circle, being 
carried off his feet and dragged with the bowl.* In this 
case the medium, a non-spiritualist, was an entirely un- 
known amateur named Norman, aged twenty-two and 
weighing one hundred and thirty pounds, a laundry-cart 
driver. The sitters were all skeptics and comprised chem- 
ists, mathematicians and electrical engineers—a society of 
Nicodemus par excellence, that met every Wednesday night 
for several years without detection! 


In the author’s Sydney experiments, he persuaded the 
intelligent force to operate on a piece of chalk which was 
lying on the table within the space formed by the author’s 
two hands, held so as to form a tent-shaped cover over the 
chalk. The idea in mind was to trap the chalk with a quick 
movement of the fingers as it was in process of writing in 
that restricted space. Although on various occasions the 





* The author weighed 125 pounds at that time. 
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experiment was tried for several hours, never once was it 
possible to trap the chalk before it lay down, which it in- 
variably did after several finger dartings to snare it. Unlike 
the results that Crawford obtained*, the author was unable 
to detect any ectoplasmic projection attached to the chalk, 
but he noticed that the flexing movement of either of his 
little fingers, which normally rested on the surface of the 
table, caused the immediate drop of the chalk. The flexing 
of any one of the other fingers normally resting on the 
proximal border of the little finger, did not at once cause 
the chalk to drop. It would seem therefore that the con- 
necting ectoplasm took the line of least resistance (a usual 
phenomenon with radiating forces and human beings) and 
lay along the surface of the table directly across from the 
medium who sat opposite the author three and one-half feet 
away. 

Although in our experiments we were not so much 
concerned with what the chalk wrote, it is significant that 
during the last series of experiments, and as a final mark 
of impatience, it wrote: “Are you satisfied now, Mr. 
Cross?” using the entire space between the tented hands. 
Every letter was clear and the feat would have been all but 
impossible to reproduce, in the few seconds it took, by any 
normal means, without the obstruction of the hands, and 
with them quite impossible, as the characters extended clear 
across from ulnar border to ulnar border. 


Apports 


In the Sydney circle the author had a very interesting 
case of apports. Some writing paper was required and one 
of the sitters said: 

“Can’t you supply your own paper?” 

Almost immediately the speaker had several sheets of 
large post quarto paper thrown in his face. At the end of 
the evening’s work the writer gathered up the sheets that 





* See The Psychic Structures at the Goligher Circle and Experiments in 
Psychical Science by W. J. Crawford, D.Sc.—Ed. 








106] Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


‘vere still unused and began the next day an extensive search 
of all the wholesale paper houses, hoping to identify the 
source of the supply. The mechanical engineer of the 
Sydney Morning Herald aided in this quest, as he was a 
paper expert, and in less than a week the wholesaler of 
that particular paper had been interviewed. He stated that 
the particular brand had been discontinued for over 20 years 
and that the sheets must have come from a forgotten source 
as it was no longer a brand in current circulation among 
the trade. A few sittings later the control was asked 
whence he obtained the paper, and he described a baker’s 
shop in Parramatta, the oldest settlement in N. S. Wales, 
and some fifteen miles distant from the circle. 


The shop was ultimately located and, to our intense joy, 
there were found, lying on the floor among the rafters, 
several hundred sheets of paper similar to our apported 
brand. The present owner stated that he had never been 
into the loft and could in no way account for the quantity 
of paper lying around. 


An Experiment in Chemistry 


But the most exciting experiment that was carried out 
at the Sydney circle was one of great chemical interest. 
A sitter, who was chief analyst to one of the largest manu- 
facturing chemist organizations in the world, at the sugges- 
tion of the author, brought a sealed tube containing about 
10 grams of white arsenic, also a larger tube containing 25 
cubic centimeters of distilled water. 


When the power was up to the highest point, the control 
was requested to transfer a little of the arsenic trioxide into 
the sealed tube of distilled water. This was at once assented 
to and we were told to place the two glass tubes at opposite 
ends of the table away from everyone and on no account 
to touch them until the dismissal signal was given.* 





* At the conclusion of the phenomena, generally at 10:45 p.m., the roller blind 
of one of the windows would go up with a startling rush and when pulled 
down again we always found in white chalk letters “Good night, all”. 
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Various psychic manifestations took place in quick suc- 
cession, as was customary, but no lights or any other 
indication that the tubes were being “worked on” were 
vouchsafed to us. At the conclusion of the séance, the chem- 
ist took the tubes home, and promised to test them the 
following morning and report to the circle at the next meet- 
ing—a promise that was never kept. 


Inquiry elicited the fact that Marsh’s test had afforded 
abundant evidence that the arsenic had penetrated the sealed 
tube of distilled water. This so horrified the chemist sitter 
that he refused to be present in the circle further. His whole 
conception of chemistry seemed to have taken a nose dive. 
Subsequent inquiry, on account of his failure to report as 
promised, revealed that one of his assistant chemists had 
also witnessed the finding of the arsenic and had noted 
the change in countenance of his chief. 


Luminous Effects 


One of the most fascinating of the séance room phe- 
nomena is the so-called “Spirit lights” and, as these usually 
accompany materialization which in the popular mind forms 
the apex of physical mediumship, we will describe it next... 


We are sufficiently familiar with the glow worm, and 
in warmer climes, the firefly. The former resembles the 
classical spirit light so much that, when the author had 
planted several glow worms in a Kentish séance room that 
he had gathered along the banks of the Hythe Canal, they 
were all acclaimed as Spirit lights . . . The two creatures 
mentioned are by no means the only ones that are bio- 
luminescent. Abundant examples are furnished by plants, 
protozoa, microbes and deep sea fishes. Professor Dubois, 
who wrote La Vie et La Lumiere, describes a little creature 
inhabiting the deep sea below 750 fathoms. This beautiful 
organism has median organs which emit a blue light and 
other laterally situated ones that give forth a variegated 
light. The anterior ventral organs emit ruby-red rays, while 
the posterior section of this charming creature shines white 
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excepting the middle zone, which glows with a celestial 
Dive. ... 


The production of cold physiological light is therefore a 
very common phenomenon. The millions who have visited 
Sydney Harbor and the fine Australian beaches by night 
are well aware of this, as on certain nights the sea is a mass 
of living light due to the presence of myriads of photogenic 
creatures of microscopic size which atmospheric or tidal 
conditions bring into shore. Fishermen who indulge in 
night sport know well the curse of this “phosphorous” 
which makes their would-be invisible gut lines light up like 
a flaming robe, and the drops of water that drip from them 
as the line is hauled in flash like ghostly sparks and drop 
back into an ocean of flickering, darting streaks of light— 
which, of course, spoils the fishing. .. . 


To an Australian, at any rate, it would not seem so un- 
believable that human beings sometimes emit physiological 
lights. Sir William Crookes said that under strictest test 
conditions he had seen luminous “points of light” over the 
heads of various persons. These lights were seen to dart 
about and to settle on the heads of different persons. He 
also mentions many other larger and more durable lights 
in his work, Researches in Spiritualism. 


More recently the late Madame Curie and Professor 
D’Arsonval, the grand old man of France’s electrical world, 
both dyed-in-the-wool skeptics, stated that they saw around 
the head of Eusapia Pallidino, the celebrated Italian me- 
dium, a species of obscure zone, followed by a luminous 
zone, similar to the famous dark space in a Crooke’s tube. 
Richet has seen these light effects upon many occasions 
and describes them as little tongues of fire with Eusapia; 
as eyes of fire with Bugik; with Stainton Moses and espe- 
cially with D. D. Home, as balls of fire. 


At the Sydney circle there were always many manifesta- 
tions of these wonderful lights, and the writer would de- 
scribe them as balls of dull green fire of various dimensions. 
Mostly, their movements were slow and graceful, but occa- 
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sionally there would appear a large, very brilliant bluish 
or greenish light in one of the distant corners of the labor- 
atory. This would be fairly stationary and would fade out 
very quickly. Sometimes the air would be ionized and the 
characteristic odor of ozone would be remarked by all. Ata 
San Francisco circle, a wooden cross, taken from a fifteenth 
century monastery, when placed on the séance room table, 
would light up with soft greenish balls of light that con- 
formed accurately to the pattern of the cross. At this circle 
a most peculiar noise invariably accompanied the lights, not 
unlike that made by a person striking an old time vesta. 
Ozonization of the air was never recorded at this circle. 


In medical literature we find cases of pathological 
luminosity in connection with human beings. They are 
credited to toxic conditions, bacterial or chemical in origin. 
The author, when on medical duty for the French Govern- 
ment at Tahiti during the terrible epidemic of Spanish In- 
fluenza, watched at the bedside of a dying missionary and 
beheld a luminous cloud which enveloped the head and 
thorax of the patient. This was visible by candle light and 
all who were near, and the whole night staff, saw the phe- 
nomenon. The author placed his hand in the cloud and it 
became obscured as by a fog. As life departed, the cloud 
gradually disappeared. It was visible for some two hours. 
There was no odor or any other abnormality to account 
for its presence. Death was due to double pneumonia. At 
a distance from the man’s bed the cloud roughly resembled 
the conventional “astral body”. It was remarkable that a 
decrease in the hospital illumination produced no marked 
increase in the luminosity of the cloud. 


Trumpet Mediumship 


In concluding . . . the author begs to offer in evidence a 
case of his own that occurred in San Francisco through 
the mediumship of Harry Aldrich, a powerful trumpet 
medium from Detroit. After many entities had expressed 
themselves in some six different languages, the meeting 
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was about to break up when a girl’s voice came through 
the trumpet and spoke in fluent French. No one paid much 
attention to it, the hour was late and the sitters were rest- 
less in'their chairs; several were engaging in conversation 
with each other. Gradually the trumpet came across to the 
author, and it suddenly dawned upon him that he was lis- 
tening to the voice of a former English student of his—a 
very bad one—who had the misfortune to die with a tuber- 
cular condition of the throat in her twentieth year. The 
mode of speech was so characteristic and of such rapidity 
that the only other person in the room who could follow 
any French was unable to keep up with it and lost interest. 


By this time the general conversation had reached such 
an intensity that even the author was obliged to ask the 
“voice” to repeat several times. This greatly exasperated 
the young lady, who had not the patience of Confucius, and 
she descended into the argot of the quartier in which we 
both formerly had lived. So violent had she become that 
the medium tried to interfere, and everybody heard his 
voice at the same time as that of the discarnate. The medium 
had not been in a trance at any time during the evening. 
At length with a “merde alors” the trumpet banged down 
on the table and sustained a large dent, much to the me- 
dium’s displeasure. 


In experimenting with trumpet mediums it is essential to 
have them under satisfactory conditions and not to be pre- 
judiced by negative séances . . . In more senses than one 


a medium may come with a great flourish of trumpets and 
turn out a “flop”’. 


K K *K 


Before knowledge can achieve the dignity of science, it 
must have an admitted basis of cause and effect. This can 
result only from prolonged and connected experimentation, 
in which every possible source of error is corrected, and 
until there has been accumulated such a mass of fully docu- 
mented material that a generalization may be put forward. 
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The years of work by Crookes, Lodge, Schrenk-Notzing, 
Richet, Geley, Osty, Stanley de Brath and many other men 
of giant intellects . . . have furnished us with real scien- 
tific knowledge and each succeeding properly controlled 
experiment adds to the store... . 


After all, there is really little perturbing about these new 
facts presented by psychical research. We are doubtless just 
as much “spirits” now as we shall ever be. 

All conscientious investigations show that the matter is 
far from simple and that the alleged personalities that speak 
or write through a medium possess to some extent un- 
doubted traces of the medium through which the communi- 
cations come. Grammatical slips characteristic of Mrs. 
Piper recurred in the discourses of her controls, and Helen 
Smith (Elise Muller), the heroine of Professor Flournoy’s 
book, From India to the Planet Mars, claimed to have vis- 
ited Mars and learned the Martian language. Miss Smith 
lived in Geneva and it was apparent that the sot-disant 
Martian was heavily tinctured with French idioms. When 
Professor Flournoy pointed this out to the medium, a new 
version was produced that had no discoverable grammar 
or syntax of any sort! 

Richet also finds great difficulty in accepting Mrs. Piper’s 
control, Phinuit, a French doctor who practiced in Metz, 
and who had forgotten every word of French because he 
had lived in the English quarter. The author pointed out 
in reference to this case that his French dentist holds a 
D.D.S. from the University of Pennsylvania (1909) yet 


cannot utter one word of English now and is still in the 
flesh. 


As a general rule it may be postulated that since it is the 
brain of the medium that is a constituent factor, that which 
emerges will reflect the physical memory or mental idio- 
syncrasies of the medium to a greater or lesser degree. And 
the emotional characteristics of the medium, being again 


allied to the physical, are most liable to be reflected by 
sympathetic mental action. 
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These desiderata will render the expression of the com- 
municator’s mind somewhat clouded or distorted, but it 
will be none the less a psychic personality, garbed in a 
mantle of thought derived from the cerebral organism of 
the living. 

Scientific proof rests mainly upon the validity of the 
“message” which purports to come from the “spiritual 
world”, and whether or not such is the source, consti- 
tutes the crux of spiritualism. Faced with a vast unknown, 
it is impossible to formulate a conclusive reply, but it is 
clearly our duty to continue our researches with an open 
mind and without preconceived ideas. Perhaps in time 
we shall end by discovering the “X-Theory” of the future 
that will be universally accepted. 











Historical Corroborations Through Mediumship 
BY E. B. GIBBES 


Epitor’s Note: In 1926, Miss Geraldine Cummins received certain passages 
through automatic writing pertaining to the personality and life of Jesus. These 
writings, part of the Scripts of Cleophas, purported to be written at the dicta- 
tion of an entity calling himself, The Messenger of Cleophas, who it was 
stated “draws from the Tree of Memory fragments of many chronicles which 
were written by scribes during the first centuries. Through the process of 
thought, it is claimed that they were, at the same time, impressed upon the 
ether.” The passages under examination in the following article were said to 
be the accounts of St. Paul and of an enemy of Christ, one “Menehas”. While 
recounting the same incidents, they differ greatly as they present two widely 
divergent points of view. 


A third record of these occurrences was published in a book by Dr. Robert 
Eisler, a professor at the University of Vienna. Dr. Eisler analyzes certain 
descriptions and narrations which are said to have been rediscovered in an earl 
version of the works of the Jewish historian, Flavius Josephus. (37 to 95 A.D.) 


In some particulars the passages automatically written and the records thus 
brought to light by Dr. Eisler show unquestionable similarity. Miss E. B. 
Gibbes here presents a critical comparison of these varying accounts. 

According to recent information, the well-known his- 
torian, Dr. Robert Eisler, is now interned in a German 
concentration camp. In his line, Dr. Eisler is said to be 
one of the most learned scholars in Europe. He was a 
professor of Historical Research at the University of 
Vienna, and specialized in the history of the Roman Em- 
pire and in Early Christianity. 


Some years ago he published a book called The Messiah 
Jesus and John the Baptist. In England its appearance 
caused considerable controversy on account of the descrip- 
tion given in it of the physical appearance of Jesus, the 
statement made that the resurrection of Christ was ex- 
plained by the introduction of his twin-brother and by Dr. 
Fisler’s account of an insurrection led by Jesus, whose 
followers we should now describe as “gunmen”. 

Now it is an odd coincidence that, in Geraldine Cummins’s 
book Paul in Athens (volume II of The Scripts of Cleophas) 
similar matters are mentioned. In fact, certain passages in 


Paul in Athens throw considerable light on Dr. Eisler’s 
work. 
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Dr. Eisler claims to have recovered some repressed pas- 
sages in the “Slavonic” Josephus. The statements con- 
tained in Paul in Athens relating to these passages were 
given psychically. Interest in the latter lies in the fact that 
these Cummins scripts were written before the publication 
in English of Dr. Eisler’s book and before any allusion to 
it had appeared in English journals. 


The passages referred to were, according to Dr. Eisler, 
deliberately “censored” by the convenient overturning of 
the inkpot. The parts brought to light for the first time in 
England were “excerpted from the old Russian rendering 
of the lost Greek text of a practically otherwise-unknown 
work of Josephus.’’* 


Thanks to Dr. Eisler’s brilliant and painstaking research, 
certain details which had long puzzled historians were re- 
constructed. Such reconstruction referred particularly to 
that part which apparently gave details of an incident only 
lightly touched on in John VI. 15: “When Jesus therefore 
perceived that they would come and take him by force, to 
make him a king, he departed again into a mountain him- 
self alone.” This one little verse is, I believe, the only allu- 
sion in the New Testament to what was apparently a some- 
what serious happening. 


It seemed that Dr. Eisler’s discovery amplified this inci- 
dent for, in reviewing his book for The Observer (London), 
Principal L. P. Jacks wrote as follows: 


Beginning as a pacifist revolutionary patriot . . . Jesus presently 
realises that these methods are ineffective for the purpose he has in 
view—that of leading his people to a promised land, in which he 
himself is to be their Messiah-King. Thereupon, with an inner circle 
or bodyguard of chosen followers . . . he marches to Jerusalem with 
the intention of occupying the temple (apparently with a minimum 
of violence), destroying it as a center of worship, and then as a 
second Moses, leading the people forth in a new Exodus to a purer 
worship “in the wilderness.” On the way to the city he collects a 
multitude of followers, some of them revolutionary zealots, whose 





*The Quest, page 22, Oct. 1929. 
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habit it was to carry two curved daggers concealed beneath their 
cloaks and known to the Roman authorities as sicarti or “sickle men” 
—offenders to be cut down at the first sight of activity. Accompanied 
by a large following of a mixed kind, now swelled to about a 
thousand, he enters Jerusalem, acclaimed by shouting multitudes 
who hail him as the Son of David. With little difficulty he takes 
possession of the Temple, the adjoining fortress of Antonia and the 
strong Tower of Siloam at the other end of the walls; the whole of 
the city, owing to the absence of the main Roman forces at Caesarea, 
being thus, for the moment, in his power . . . Meanwhile a Roman 
legion, in response to an S.O.S. from the infuriated priests, is march- 
ing hot-foot from Caesarea. They arrive on the scene of the outbreak, 
reconnoitre the position and get to work at once. Antonia is recap- 
tured, the Tower of Siloam battered down, killing eighteen of the 
Roman patriots in its fall, while the Galilean followers of Jesus are 


slaughtered in heaps round the altars, their blood mingling with that 
of the sacrificial animals . . 


This is Principal Jacks’s summary of Dr. Eisler’s version 


of the Slavonic text which deals with the capture of Jerusa- 
lem. 


We now come to the study of chapter 16 of Paul in 
Athens. It will be observed that a similar incident is re- 
counted. But it is interesting to note that the description 
of this happening issues from the lips of one “Menehas’, a 
scribe, and an enemy of the adherents of Jesus. 


He says: 


... the fame of his name increased. Multitudes would follow after 
him and would declare that he was the son of God. Now there were 
among the youths certain who desired to raise an insurrection against 
Caesar. It was their belief that they could, if they found a leader, 
drive the Romans forth from Judaea, then would they be as con- 
querors sitting in high places, judging the people. So they raised up 
Jesus as their chief. They did not think that a revolt would cause 
many of our race to die . . . I declare that this man Jesus sought to 
bring ruin and blood and tears to our nation, so hat he might rule 
over all Syria, wear glorious garments and be held in honour as the 
king of the Jews. And behold, certain of the makers of folly, who 
believed in him, captured a tower that is without Jerusalem, one that 
is powerful, nigh to the water-way, and that menaceth the city. These 
men boasted that Jesus was their king, that he would drive out the 
Romans from Judaea. Now Jesus had no knowledge of war. And 
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as he was not possessed of valour, he would not abide with these 
men. It was, in my belief, his purpose to watch from a sure place, 
not known to those in authority, the spreading of this mad revolt 
among the people. If they worked a miracle and drove out the 
Romans from Jerusalem, then would he set himself in royal robes 
at their head. For he had declared that he was of the seed of David, 
and therefore their prophet and king. A score of soldiers bore a 
ram unto the tower, and so beat upon it that after a short space the 
walls crumbled and the foolish youths who were within, cast down 
their arms, entreating the soldiers to have mercy upon them... 


There seems to be a certain similarity between these two 
accounts obtained through entirely different sources. In 
this connection, however, the reader is reminded of a some- 
what important point; i.e., Josephus was hostile to Chris- 
tianity and ‘““Menehas” was also an enemy of the followers 
of Jesus. As both accounts agree to a very great extent, 
it would seem that this is but a one-sided version of the 
affair. If we turn to page 74 of Paul in Athens, we find 
that “Paul” admits that there was an insurrection, but he 
puts a different interpretation to the story. After angrily 
declaring the words of ‘““Menehas” to be lies, “Paul” replies: 


As there is at times a measure of truth in wicked falsehoods, so 
is it true that certain foolish youths sought out Jesus and entreated 
him to be their leader and king. For they would slay Pilate and put 
the Roman soldiers in Jerusalem to the sword. And Jesus my 
Master, commanded them to go peacefully to their homes, saying 
“T seek not any earthly kingdom. I am King of the realms of the 
Spirit. No blood shall be shed for Me or in My Name by any 
man...” And many other words Jesus spake unto these youths, 
bidding them sheath their swords and put from their hearts all desire 
for the life of another. The conspirators were shamed. Uttering no 
further words they passed in silence from the presence of the Master. 
Howbeit, at a later hour, they said one to another: “He feareth the 
strength of the Roman arms. Let us therefore, call him our leadet 
and our king, for he is of Jesse’s seed and many will follow us be- 
cause they call him a great prophet... ” 


Josephus left voluminous works in which important ref- 
erences were made to New Testament events. According 
to Dr. Eisler, these were subjected to a severe Christian 
censorship when Christianity gained the upper hand, and 
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all passages unfavorable to Christianity were altered or 
removed. In this respect, one is tempted to speculate as to 
what would be Dr. Eisler’s explanation of ‘‘Paul’s” version 
of the affair. If he ever admitted that Miss Cummins might 
be tapping some vast library of ancient records through 
psychic means, would he say that the above passage was a 
Christian interpolation of a later date, and that the account 
given by “Menehas” was, in effect, the true one? 


As to the physical appearance of Jesus. The late Mr. 
G. R. S. Mead reviewed at length the German edition of 
The Messiah Jesus in The Quest for October 1929. And 
from it I quote his “literal English rendering of Eisler’s 
German version of the restored Greek text of Flavius 
Josephus’ coldly objective description of Jesus, the Jewish 
Messianistic Prophet.” 


He was a man of plain appearance, ripe age, with dark complexion, 
small stature, three ells high, bent back, long face, longish nose, eye- 
brows grown together so that those who looked at him could be 


dismayed, scanty hair, with a parting in the middle after the style 
of the Nazirs and immature beard. 


A similar description again appears in Paul in Athens. 
This is also taken from a speech of ““Menehas”’, the enemy 
of Paul and Jesus, who is stated as deliberately falsifying 
the truth in order to vilify the followers of Christ. 


Jesus, who is called the Nazarene, (declared Menehas) was 
known to me and to many of repute in Jerusalem... There was no 
marvel in the glance of his eye, no wonder in the shaping of his coun- 
tenance. He was crooked of body, ill-pleasing to behold, with long 
woman’s hair divided in the middle of the crown. His neck drooped, 
and his nose was like the beak of a bird. He resembled many score 


of lowly men whom you will encounter in the market-place and in the 
streets of your town... 


And “Paul”, in speaking of the one occasion on which he 
declares he saw Jesus in the flesh (Paul in Athens pages 
128, 129, 130) says: 


. .. as he turned his gaze upon me I trembled and the compassion 
in his eyes caused a strange fear to rise up within me. I could not 
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search them with my own because, of their light and power .. . When 
I gazed once more upon Jesus his countenance had changed. His 
eyes were gentle as the lamps of heaven, his smile soft as flowers . . . 
The words of Jesus were wondrous and his presence stirred me as 
would a being from beyond the world. Dumbness fell upon me as I 
hearkened to his voice, which had the sound of silver water in it 
when the moon rides upon the skies .. . 


Now Dr. Eisler claims that the Resurrection is explained 
by the existence of a twin brother of Jesus, “resembling 
Him in every detail’ who impersonated Him after Jesus 
had been crucified and buried. 


A further field of fascinating speculation therefore is 
opened up in Miss Cummins’s book, page 76, where there is 
a variant of the twin-brother-impersonation theory put 
forward by Dr. Eisler. “Menehas” declares that John re- 
sembled Jesus and that it was he who impersonated the 
Master at the Resurrection. However, “Menehas” qualifies 
his remarks by saying: 

In my belief, John remained in the twilight before them (the 
disciples) for an instant more, so that he might be imaged upon their 


memory as the great prophet Jesus. Then he stole away, setting 
thereby the seal of what appeared to be a truth upon the lie. 


“Paul” of course denies this statement and ultimately 
proves his case to his own satisfaction by producing a 
“fair copy” of “The Confession of the Keeper of the 
Tomb” (Chapter 17). This document purported to be an 
authentic account, by an eyewitness, of the happening inside 
the Tomb, and is in line with the Gospel narrative. 


Various reviews of Dr. Eisler’s book inferred from his 
translation of the repressed passages of the Russian Jo- 
sephus, that Jesus was hunchbacked. But, if this be taken 
in conjunction with the twin brother theory, it postulates 
twin hunchbacks. However, Mr. Mead’s literal translation 
is “bent back” and “Menehas’’, who claims that Jesus was 
known to him, does not describe him as being anything 
more than “crooked of body,” which surely means the same 
thing. A bent back might be caused by many things in life. 
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From the similarity of the passages quoted above, it 
would seem that much of interest might be revealed if these 
two books were examined in conjunction with each other by 
a scholar of unbiased mind. Dr. Eisler himself states that 
“enough has been preserved in certain out-of-the-way cor- 
ners of the world . . . to allow us to reconstruct .. . the 
fundamental features of Jesus’s personality and His mis- 


sion, particularly as they appeared to his enemies.” (The 
italics are mine. ) 


Before passing on to a few remarks regarding the evi- 
dence of supernormality in the details of the writings of 
Geraldine Cummins quoted above, it would be well to recall 
the fact that Josephus was not born until after the Resur- 
rection. He was born in A.D. 37. It should also be recol- 
lected that he was a “propagandist for the Roman Emperor, 
Vespasian, and had no quixotic regard for the truth.” If, 
for the sake of argument, we postulate that ‘““Menehas” was 
a living character in the days of Paul, then it would seem 
that there is very little truth in the testimony of either 
Josephus or “Menehas”. Not being contemporaneous with 
Christ, Josephus’s information can only have been derived 
from hearsay and this, from an obviously anti-Christian 
source—possibly that of Menehas! 


It is easy to imagine how stories that went from mouth 
to mouth were twisted and misinterpreted in those days and 
it would seem that we should be grateful for any informa- 
tion, psychic or otherwise, which creates interest and 
throws light on that most important of all periods in the 
world’s history. But The Messiah Jesus gave only the non- 
Christian version of certain incidents; whereas, in Paul in 
Athens both non-Christian and Christian views are recorded. 
However, it may well be that, 1900 years ago, the inkpot 
was applied in both cases! 


It is claimed by Dr. Eisler that Christian scribes were 
prejudiced and blotted out, or tampered with, certain facts 
distasteful to them. It might equally well be claimed that 
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Josephus, a Jew of the official class and therefore hostile 
to Christ, would be led to alter and distort facts according 
to his prejudices. This, at least, is what is implied when 
“Paul” denies the statements made in Paul in Athens by 
“Menehas”, who also, apparently, belonged to the official 
Jewish caste, and would probably hold the same point of 
view as that of Josephus. 


Now we turn to the possibility of Miss Cummins obtain- 
ing these details telepathically. The whole of Paul in 
Athens was written during the last two months of 1926. 
We were unacquainted with Mr. Mead at that time and his 
paper on the German edition of Dr. Eisler’s book was not 
published until October 1929. The Messiah Jesus appeared 
in English in 1931. 


Miss Cummins knows only a few common phrases of 
German and cannot read the German characters. She 
knows no Russian, Greek or Hebrew. She has not studied 
Christian origins. But, if the telepathic theory is claimed 
to account for the writing of these details which fall in with 
Dr. Eisler’s discoveries, it seems that she would have had 
to have been en rapport with Dr. Eisler himself. Thus from 
his mind or from his work—written in a language she did 
not understand—she would have had to receive or obtain 
details which fitted into her story of Paul and his encounter 
with Menehas. 


Alternatively, Miss Cummins must have availed herself 
of some cryptesthetic faculty (not yet proved to exist), which 
enabled her to read obscure and “blotted out” passages from 
the “Slavonic” Josephus—a book, the existence of which 


she was unaware at the time of writing the matter under 
discussion. 


The possibility of the intervention of the subconscious 
mind can hardly fit this case; for then the automatist would 
have had to absorb certain information from some un- 
traceable source and serve it up from her subconscious mind 
at the time of evolving the meeting between Paul and Mene- 
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has. In both connections also, we should have to consider 
the phenomenon of selectivity. How did Miss Cummins’s 
mind receive or select, telepathically or subconsciously, 
events described in passages from a book unknown to her, 


that would fit into her script-writing at that particular mo- 
ment in 1926? 


A point of interest emerges, however, from a study of 
Paul in Athens which bears on psychical research. It is 
usually recorded that nothing contrary to the mind of the 
sensitive can be communicated—that, in fact, only matters 
which harmonize with his or her thoughts can be inter- 
preted. In the above extracts it will be noted that entirely 
contrary views are expressed in regard to Christianity 
through the one mind and mediumship of Geraldine 
Cummins. 








A Few Remarks on “Poltergeists” 
BY HEREWARD CARRINGTON 


All psychic students are familiar with so-called “polter- 
geist” cases, concerning which much has been written. 
They represent cases of bizarre, spontaneous physical phe- 
nomena, in which bells are rung, crockery broken, objects 
thrown about, etc., for no assignable cause. Frequently 
they occur in the presence of children, and, in some cases, 
as we know, these children have been caught throwing the 
objects and producing fraudulent “phenomena”, so that, in 
the opinion of many students of our subject, it would seem 
probable that all such cases are to be accounted for by these 
simple means. This, it will be remembered, was the opinion 
of Mr. Frank Podmore, who contributed an article upon 
the subject to the Proceedings S.P.R., Volume XII. 


Recently, however, I have had occasion to collect and 
analyze a large number of such cases, and I have been 
surprised to find the relatively small proportion of them in 
which trickery was actually detected. In a Bulletin pub- 
lished jointly and simultaneously by the American Psychical 
Institute, of New York, and the International Psychical 
Institute, of London, I summarized some 317 historic pol- 
tergeist cases, running back to the year 530 A.D., and con- 
tinuing in an almost unbroken stream until the year 1935. 
They have been reported from every part of the civilized 
and uncivilized world, from every country and clime, and 
the general characteristics of the phenomena were found to 
be remarkably similar and uniform. 

Analyzing the reports thus rendered—some poorly ob- 
served, others well evidenced—I have found that 22 of 
them were undoubtedly fraudulent, in that trickery was 
actually detected. Eighteen of them were doubtful cases, 
the evidence being inconclusive, or trickery possibly opera- 
tive. Assuming that all these “doubtful” cases were fraudu- 
lent, and adding to this number the “proved fraudulent” 
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cases, we find that we have a total of 40 in all, while the 
number of “unexplained” cases equals 277. 


Thus, we find that only about one-eighth of all the re- 
ported instances have ever been adequately explained, while 
seven-eighths of them have remained mysteries to the pres- 
ent day. This is assuredly very different from the seemingly 
prevailing conception that practically all such cases have 
been proved to be fraudulent! 


Were Poltergeists merely due to trickery on the one 
hand, and credulity and superstition on the other, we 
should assuredly expect to find them in greater numbers in 
relatively uncivilized countries, or at least in those in which 
the level of culture is not high. 


But an examination of the material shows that precisely 
the reverse of this is in fact the case—England, France, 
Italy, Germany and the United States having the greatest 
number, while countries such as Haiti, China, Barbados and 
Transylvania have the least. This is certainly surprising. 


The actual figures, based on the 317 cases collected and 
published, are as follows: 


IIR csc g.sr'un bas. ita ecw ee eon 101 cases 
I er te dessd & 5 dh doles eas ee _ ™ 
I I 5: is ig catip ncacead een dk aa 54 “ 
RI, 3. dine devee: Veta ine a a 
Seer rer rs eee a 14 “ 
BIE. 5: @: nacicnanccss abe taeda ee en - = 
Norway and Sweden, Hungary, Russia 6 “ 
Iceland, Austria, South Africa....... 4 “ 
Us i YW ee ae ee _-” 
Java, Crime, Semmetva ...... 25. sess 
Barbados, Martinique, Switzerland, 

Haiti, Argentine, Chili, Portugal, Bo- 

livia, Belgium, Madagascar, Czecho- 

slovakia, Ceylon, Brazil, Greece, Tran- 

REN errr ret oe 1 case 


How are these results to be explained? 
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Certainly, they may be explained in part by assuming 
that—in England, etc.—the press is highly efficient and 
well organized, and that anything unusual is likely to be 
reported in the newspapers immediately, while in countries 
lacking these facilities, similar cases are likely to go unre- 
corded and unreported. 


But this would only bear out my contention that the 
number of such cases, if known, would be exceedingly 
large, and would probably run into the thousands instead 
of the hundreds. How can we account for these thousands 
of cases? Is it probable that, in all ages of the world and in 
every country, thousands of spurious “phenomena” should 
occur precisely similar in character? That, for example, in 
Iceland they should be the same as in Sumatra, and a thou- 
sand years ago the same as today? 


It may be contended, of course, that “imitation” plays a 
part here, and that if one case is reported in the papers, it 
might act as an incentive to other “naughty little girls and 
boys” to do likewise: hence the greater number of cases in 
those countries having an efficient press. 


But an examination of the material does not seem to bear 
out this theory. Very rarely are similar disturbances noted 
in the same locality or in the same period; they are usually 
fairly widely separated and many years apart. Even should 
such reports find their way into the newspapers, one can 
hardly believe that an account of a Poltergeist noted in 
South Wales in 1877 could have influenced a child to imi- 
tate it in Plymouth in 1913. I think we may safely leave 
this factor out, save perhaps in a very few instances. 


The greater number of cases would thus seem to indicate 
regular reporting in the press, rather than a scarcity of 
occurrences. It seems to me highly probable that numbers 
of them have occurred all over the world, which have never 
been reported. Is it not remarkable that such manifesta- 
tions should have occurred in every civilized and uncivilized 


country, in all ages, and that they should bear this striking 
similarity ? 
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My own opinion is that the last word has by no means 
been said concerning poltergeists, and that an impartial 
survey of the historic evidence furnishes us with a good 
prima facie case for the existence of such phenomena, which 
would thus represent instances of genuine supernormal 
physical manifestations of a spontaneous character. 


Once this be granted, we can turn our attention to a 
study of their nature and the causal factors involved. This 


study should, I believe, occupy the attention of psychic 
students in the future. 











Survey and Comment 


Dr. Nandor Fodor, our European Correspondent, has recently 
arrived in America for an indefinite stay so that his Letter from 
England must be discontinued. 


Reports of the work being carried on by the European Societies 
for Psychical Research and notes on spontaneous psychic phenomena 
occurring all over the world will appear from time to time in the 
JouRNAL under the above heading. 


* 2 * 


The Bulletin of the Greek Society for Psychical Research contains 
an interesting illustration of drawings successfully transmitted by 
telepathy from London to Greece and from Greece to London. In the 
first instance (Athens agent, London percipient) the drawing was a 
nine-pointed crown. The percipient drew a very similar.crown with 
sixteen points. In the second instance (London agent—Athens per- 
cipient) a picture of an elephant was transmitted, the only appreciable 
difference being the addition of tusks in the Athens picture and that 
the animal is facing in the opposite direction. 


The Australian Society for Psychical Research has issued the first 
number of its quarterly Journal. It contains notes by the President, 
an article on the miracles at Lourdes and supernormal healing by the 
Honorary Secretary, Mr. Cecil Bartle and some evidential material 
received through motor automatism. 


The Societa Italiana di Metapsychica has issued its second Bulletin 
(March 1939). Dr. Cazzamalli has written an appreciation of Dr. 
Osty and Prof. Schepis has made a summary of the Extra-Sensory 
Perception work being carried on at Duke and elsewhere. 


Mrs. Laura A. Pruden, the well-known American slate medium, 
died on March 10th in Cincinnati, aged 86. Members of the Cincinnati 
Society for Psychical Research are hopeful of receiving evidential 
messages from her. One member had made a pact with her before 
her death and pre-arranged the message but he was skeptical of a 
successful outcome of the experiment because he said Mrs. Pruden 
had twice before agreed upon a phrase and when questioned soon 
after had already forgotten it. 




















Book Review 


FOREKNOWLEDGE. By H. F. Saltmarsh. Bell & Son Ltd. 
1938, 3/6. 


This is the fourth volume in the series issued with the permission 
of the London S.P.R. As the subjects dealt with are all illustrated by 
cases which have been investigated by the Society with great care, 
these books form a valuable introduction for those who wish to 
study psychic phenomena. After eliminating all cases which might 
be due to normal causes, such as inferences from known facts, there 
remain 290 cases of supernormal precognition; out of these the 
author has selected a few which he has classified under various head- 
ings. His classification shows that the most numerous type of veri- 
fied predictions are concerned with deaths, and the next largest are 
predictions of trivial incidents. 


Under one or the other of nine headings Mr. Saltmarsh presents 
and discusses collective cases in which the precognition is experi- 
enced by more than one percipient. These of course have special 
evidential value. Warning cases are particularly interesting as indi- 
cating purpose. In some of these the warning was acted upon, there- 
fore the prediction was not fulfilled although it was apparent that 
it would have been if the warning had not been heeded. There are 
puzzling cases in which there is no apparent purpose—precognitive 
visions received by persons not associated with the event foreseen. 


The following case is illustrative of the purposeful prevision (page 
61). A lady between sleeping and waking heard a voice saying, 
“Miss Graham, take your money out of the Bank.” She paid no 
attention to the warning but it was repeated the same day by a 
stranger whom she met in the waiting room of her dressmaker. This 
lady asked her “Do you know anything of Howe’s Bank?” When 
Miss Graham replied that she had her account there, this lady said 
that the Bank was unsafe, and that she had felt impelled, against her 
will, to tell her this. Miss Graham at once withdrew her money; the 
Bank stopped payment the next day. 


This case, though definitely supernormal, is not perplexing if we 
are prepared to accept the belief that Miss Graham had discarnate 
friends whose knowledge was not as limited as ours in this material 
world. Many of us have had experiences which can be understood 
if we accept this hypothesis, but are otherwise quite inexplicable. 
There are other cases, however, to which no such facile explanation 
can be readily applied. There is the experience of Mrs. Verrall (a 
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well known psychical researcher) in which her hand wrote auto- 
matically in the month of December a detailed record of facts, quite 
trivial in themselves, which occurred in the following February. 
Such a case is completely baffling and compels us to recognize that 
no one theory may be assumed to explain all the diverse facts. It 
makes us realize that our knowledge of the universe is very limited 
and that we ought not to be surprised when we cannot understand 
the significance of many experiences both normal and supernormal. 
Of course that does not mean that we are to be contented with ignor- 
ance, not at all; we should treat these puzzling facts as a challenge 


to thought, but we should be careful not to jump to conclusions 
based on too few factors. 


Mr. Saltmarsh devotes considerable space to the discussion of 
theories which have been set forth by thoughtful students as offering 
a possible solution but, he says, they do not satisfy him. His study 
of the subject has, however, led him to a conclusion on one point 
similar to that of Signor Bozzano. The distinguished Italian re- 
searcher wrote a book on this subject. After studying a number of 
cases of prediction he stated his opinion that, although he considers 
foreknowledge and predetermination as facts in human experience, 
their fulfilment can be modified by human will and action. 


Mr. Saltmarsh sums up his research as follows: “The conclusions, 
then, to which I have arrived after a prolonged and careful study of 
the matter are: (a) that I believe that non-inferential precognition 
does sometimes occur; (b) that I cannot explain it; (c) that it is not 
inconsistent with regarding man as a morally responsible being; and 
(d) that we must revise our ordinary ideas about the nature of time.” 


When two lines of experience appear to lead to contrary conclu- 
sions, as do foreknowledge and freewill, it is wise to hold on to both 
conceptions with the hope that further knowledge will reconcile 
them; to do otherwise is to make an arbitrary choice, not a rational 
one. In a broadcast talk last year, Sir William Bragge pointed out 
that two different theories about light (the vibratory and the corpus- 
cular) are both supported by evidence and that scientists can only 
wait for future knowledge to reconcile them. Meanwhile they must 
include both in their purview. This principle applies equally to the 
implications of the subject of this book. 


Helen Alex. Dallas. 











